Dr. William D. YoungMemorial in Kew Gardens

By Jean Cochrane

April 26, 2020

Dr. William D. Young Memorial, Kew Gardens, 2006
Photo by Alan L Brown

On January 4, 1918, the year whive FirstWorld War would finally end and the
" Spanish flu epidemic would flare, the Beach b$eero, Dr. William D. Youngte
% diedof acute nephritis, inflammation of the kidneyafter an illness of five days
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His deah brought an outpouring bgrief and gratitudeThe neighbairrhood
| closed down on the day of his funeral at St Johworway. It was said that clergy
" of several denominations volunteered to join in the ceremony.

Within a week there was a spontaneous reowent to find a wayo honorhis
{ |« memory. When the resulting monument was unveiled in 1920, two thousand
i} {a people turned out for the occasion.
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http://torontoplaques.com/Pages/Dr_William_D_Young_Memorial.html

Bornin Ottawain 1874 Dr. Young had practised medicine in the Besela for 15 yearsshen he died

at age 44. He was a member of the Beaches Masonic Lodge and the Oddfellows, and was a physician for
the Ontario &ckey Clulat Woodbine He worked andived with his family at 186 Queen Street East

near Kew Gardensle and his wife Emeline had four daughters, Maggdsobel, Helen and Marie.
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The 2 Ystory frame buildings shownon the north side of the street between Waverley Road and
Bellefair Avenuand aljacent tothe first Belefair Avenue Methodist Church.
Ddail, Plate 455, Vol. 6, Fire Insurance Plan of Toronto, Rev. Ma3. 191
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Queen Street East looking east from Waverley Road, 1930
Dr . Yadhoug€ aad offices visibleon the left, adjacent
to BellefairMethodist/United Church secondbuildingcompleted in 1923.
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Dr. Young would not bill a family he knew could not afford to pay Hteshowedkindnesses, providing
food or smdlamourts of money for the needide took a special interest in the families of men who had
been killed in the war.

TheStarreported on Fehuary 2,1918'Ev er y

day s ome
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Young

time ago a mother came to Toronto fromree outside point with her sick child. She was penniless, and
enquired where a doctor could be found, and was told that Dr. Young at the Beach would come, money
or no money. He was sent for, and when the mother mentioned in an embarrassed way that gt had
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By April 2018a Monument Committee had been formed the community. Wittpermission from the

city to erectamemorial h Kew Gardens, they began raising funtlsey divided the local area into 13

blocks, with a captain and 24 volunteers to each blocH, rased $2,500about $32,500 today).
Committee @Gair W.E. Nugenprobably testilyassured a committee member who grutet that it

wasn

t

good

enough, t hat “t he

picture on it was designed to give to donors.
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Adesigncompettion was held fothe proposednemorialandwaswon byMauriceD.Klein a young

Toronto architect.A sketch of hislesignwaspublishedin Constructiona trade journal, in August 1919
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oSuccessful competitive design for proposed memorial fountain

to the late W. D. Young, Kew Garder®ronto¢
Construction12 (August 1919), page 233.
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The design othe fountain was changed froithe“ b r o n z e spgpeasy ih thet9i®aenhdering to

the figure of a childcreated by dronto sculptorFlorence W\d. She also designetie pair ofbronze

medalliors of Dr. Youngsaid inConstructioninAugustl 920 t o be “a remarkabl e |
physician modelled fromphot ogr aph by Mr. 1lvor Lewis."’”

o .|' On Mondayafternoon August 2, 192@hat crowd of

' 2000 gathered on the east side of Kew Gardens for the

[ dedication. The headlineonti&lobest ory r ead, “
Gift to the City, MayoChurch There to Accept It on
Behalf ofte Peopl e. ”

The TorontoWorld, noting thatMayor ThomasChurch

was a friend of Dr. Young, qu
not only in times of war that men become heroes and

do noble deeds. Dr. Young was a peace hero whose

life work consisted ofonenoblect after anot he
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Accepting the monument on behalf of the citiie

mayors ai d, “ The c orthighaines Dpr oud t
Young devoted his whole time to the welfare of the

sick and needy, and you residents of Kew Beach know

how generously he administed to the physical and

spiritual needf poor families without hope of

reward or thought of glory."”
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MEMORIAL TO LATE DR. W. D. YOUNG UNVEILED. e
Over 2000 persons weee prescnt in Kew Gardens yesterday afternoon A i ilat
when :rbolnﬁhl tw':l.tun wAs unwﬂq‘: in memory of the Jate D W, D dvlemorlal to Iate Dr W D Young Unve”&d
Young of the Benches The hottom picture is of Mrs (Dr) Founs, his

«| fainer, mother, brother and other relatives Toronto StarAugust 3, 1920:.8
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Plaque at the base of the Dr. William D. Young Memorial, installed 1920.
Photo by Barbara Myrvold, April 22, 2020
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THE DR. YOUNG MEMORIAL FOUNTAIN, KEW GARDENS, TORONTO.
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Construction13 (August 192)) page 246.

The Globgavea detailed description of the
memorial onAugust3, 1920

“The fountain is in the |I1t:
14 feet high, mounted on an Indiana limestone

platform 18 feet square, and surmounting three

steps from the platform. There are four carved
archways... In the centre of the archway is the

figure of a child holding a shell over his head

from which water was spraying, a fit emblem of

Dr. Young’' s Withdemerositover f |l owi
and kindness. In each archway is a water basin,

three feet above the @itform. On the east and

west sides are bronze medallions of Dr. Young,

and the four friezes bear inscriptions, on the

front and back, " Service w
both sides, “Friend of the

oDr. Young Monument, Kew Beach, Toronto,
192C¢

Photoby M.O. Hammond

Archives of Ontarié- 107515-0-0-48




The war, of course, ended on November 11, 1Ba8the flu epidemic was not officially over until the
spring of 1920. It killed about 1,800 people in a Toronto of less than a million. Its usetylwegsathe
formation of a federal Board of Health.

OnJamuary17,1977, Toronto City Coundle si gnated the “William D.
Gardensof architectural interest and historical vafue

The Toronto Historical Boamstoredthe memorial in1978 It replaced the beautiful bronze by
Florence Wyle, which was stolen in the 1940s aadnever found, with one b¥frances Gageat

followed the design of the originallThe Boardnstalleda plaque ora rock slightly north of the memaorial

in 198Q which was unveiled on June.15

PROGRAMME

Chairman:

Remarks:

Historical
Background:

Unvelling:

Reception:

Rodney Travers-Griffin, President, The President and Members of the
East Toronto and Beaches Historical Society

EAST TORONTO AND BEACHES HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Andrew Gregorovich
Chairman, Toronto Historical Board and
Pat Sheppard, Senior Alderman, Ward §

The Chairman and Members of the

Thomas Wardle, Alderman, City of Toronto
Parks and Recreation Committee TORONTO HISTORICAL BOARD

Marion Bryden, MPP, Beaches-Woodbine
cordially invite you to attend

Dr, Robert B, Salter, 0.C,, President Elect, the unvelling of an historical plaque marking
Academy of Medicine, Toronto

George H, Rust-D'Eye, Vice Chairman, THE DR. WILLIAM D. YOUNG MEMORIAL
Toronto Historical Board

Kew Gardens
Mrs. F. Van Viiet Snell, Daughter, Queen Street East at Lee Avenue, Toronto
Peter Willlam Young Snell, grandson, and Sunday, June 15, 1980
Steven Peter Snell, great-gmandson of Dr, Young at three o'clock in the afternoon

Beaches Library (corner Queen 8t, & Lee Avenue),
courtesy of East Toronto and Beaches Historical Society

R.S.V.P. 595 1567

Invitation to plaque unveiling, June 15, 1980.
Qourtesy Barbara Myrvold

Dr. William D. Young Memorigllague, Toronto Historical Board1980

Photo by Alan L BrowPosted September 2006
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A replacement plaque waseated by Heritage Toronto in 2018 and installed in front of the memorial.

DR. WILLIAM D. YOUNG MEMORIAL
1920

This drinking fountain was tuflt in memory of Dr. Willizm D. Yoo 11

communities. It commemotates his devotion to public
neighbourhood. A physician, Dt. Young wotked on
¢o those who could not afford to pay. He di‘cd while ‘“ orki
Architeer Maurice D. Klein designed the foufitain in (h\.‘
of a child by sctiptor Florence Wyle. Ivor Lewis desi
The Toronto Historical Board restoted the foutwin i
sculprure; which was stolet in dhe 1940s, with one by &

Designated andet the Ortario Herige Aet, 1977

HERITAGE TORONTO 2018

Dr. William D. Young Memorial replacement plague, Heritage Toronto 2018
Photos by Heritage Toronto, 2019 (l) and Barbara Myrvold, 2020 (r)

Editor’s note: Téottatrepl|takaemebt. pYagygug “died whil e
influenza pandemic.” However, Dr . PRysiciaBwhoDavi dson
Attended2 ceased” r epor t etdatVilimm Iaaiel Yioang died the ddjefdréod

acute nephritisof five daysduration. Moreover,contemporary newspapeaxccountsof Dr. Young's death

and the subsequent fundraisirgfforts for a memorial mention his kindnessand professionalismbut

not the Spanish flu, which did not hit Toronto until Octol1918.
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